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CHAPTER   XXII.
THE REFUGEES. 1848-50.
CANNING'S fifth residence at Constantinople was marked by      1848
a new phase in his relations with foreign Powers.    His first      ----
mission had been a long struggle with France, in which at yET' I the close he had Russia on his side. In the second and third, England, France, and Russia were united on the main question, the pacification of Greece; and in the fourth, though occasional points of divergence arose, the three Powers were on the whole sufficiently friendly to one another to allow him to devote his chief energies to the internal reform of the Ottoman Empire. In the fifth period, 1848-52, we sec the beginning of that coalition of the Western Powers against Russia upon which the seal was set in the Crimean War. He now found himself for the first time in acute antagonism to Russia, and in his defence of Turkey in the matters of the Danubian Principalities and of the Hungarian refugees we find a foretaste of the resolute policy which ended at Sevastopol. In former years he, like almost every English statesman, had watched the policy of the Czars with suspicion, but it so chanced that he was absent from Constantinople on the occasions when Russia made her most dangerous advances, in the war which terminated in the disastrous Treaty of Adrianople, and in the no less menacing alliance which was signalized by the compromising Treaty of Hunkiar Iskelesi. Accident had. hitherto placed him in the position of cooperation with Russia rather than of opposition ; and only in 1848 did that new condition of compulsory hostility begin which marked the concluding years of his mission at the Porte.
There was a moment of peace before the struggle began,